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ADifſcourſe, Tende- 
red to rhe High Courr 


of ParLIaMENT. 


' (The Generall v(ec of Leather. ; 

Thegenerall Abuſe thereof. __ S 

1The good which may ariſe to Great : 
Brittaine from the Reformation, 

The ſeverall Statutes made in that be- 

L halfe,by our Ancient Kings, 


OF 


And laftly,a Petition tothe High Court of Par 
liament, that out of their pious Care to their (oun- 
trey, they would bee pleaſed to take into Conſiderati- 
on, the *Redreſſe of all old Abuſes , and by adding 4 

jou cs of their pare cut 4 the New. 3 


| — Printed by T.C. for Michael Sperke, dwelling at the 
= ;;  figne of the Blue Bible, in Greene Arbor. 1 6; a9. 
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. the Secondly, a ( ompariſon made be- 
FAA tweene the ( ommodities of other 
( ountries,and this of our owne : and 
then is wat? the generall yſe of Leather. 

Thirdly, are layd open ſeuerall abuſes offered 
to England by Tranſporting her Leather into 
-forratene Kinedomes. © 

Fourthly ts delivered what profit to the King, 
and what good to the SubieFt ſhall ariſe, by a due 
Reformation of the abyſes. 

Fiftly,are brought in ſeuerall Statutes en 
byour Ancient Kings, and pn in that be- 
halfe. 

Sixtly and laftly, a Petition-to the High 
(ourt of Parliament, that they would be pleaſed 
to looke vpon their Country,and Cure ber of theſe 
enormities, 
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A Diſcourſe concerning Leather, 
tendered to the High Courtof 


PARLIAMENT. 


Ingdomes are Pallaces built 
Bi by thegreat Archite& of 
Wa) || the world,. for Monarches 
to dwell in ; Nations the 
1 Courtiersz cucry common 
| SubieRt: an Officer | atten. 
11 ding there vpon'his 'Soue- 
| raigne. The higher men 
- SEP TB ASLET SS, 5 I, are ſeared, the broader and 
ſtronger ought their ſhoulders ro be, in ſupportati- 
on of that State, which they are to beare'vp: whilſt 
the h:rd-handed Artificer. & pooreſt Mechanicke, 
are parts & pieces of that Scaffolding, which ſerues 
ro ſtrengthenthe Glory of ſo Magnificent a Stru- 
Qure. For though Kings are the Maiſter-Bees1n 
their full andſwelling Hyues ; Subiets m-y well 
be called thoſe Mizores Apes,, which fly cuery day 
to bring home the Honey. £57] 
Andalbeit Earth berhe-proper and maine foun- 
dationoftheſe Kingdomes,yerthe beſt and ſuundeft 
| A3 Timbcr 
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Timber to raiſe the Buildings vp; the moſt curious 


Adornings; Beavtifyings, and Embclliſhinges of | 


them, when thry are vp,(yea,cuen at the erecting of 
the firſt Story) are Wiſe, Profound; Polliticke, and 
wholeſome Lawes. y | : 
Without Law<s,all Nations are lame, and Souc- 
ratgnty it ſclfe walkes vpon Crutches ; Authority 
lyes ſicke,of a Conſumption, . 2nd. none (ar fuch 
times) have able body:s, bur Inſolence, and the 
Rage of the harrowing mulrticude. The Beaſt with 
many heads, will then be Hcad of all ; And when 
ſuch a Head is diſtracted, how-can the limbes bec 
but laid vpon the Racke,and torne in peices 2 
It bath cuer thereforc- beene a Cuſtome in all 
Countries,(eſpecially in this of ours)to Invent,En- 
a@,and Eſtabliſh good Ordinances, and Starutes to 
ſeruetwo vſes :Qane as a Snaffie to be thruſt intothe 
mouthes of the head-ſtrong ; The other as a ſcuen- 
fold ſhield to proteQ the obedient. | 
Yet,as there c1n be no concord in Muſicke with- 
our diſcord ;. as the beſt-working-Mcdicines are 
tempered with poyſon; as the Nobleſtand cleareſt 
Rivers,haue by-wayes, creckes, and crooked win- 
dings ; ſo there is no ſtratagems protected, how be- 
neficiall ſocucr to a Kingdome, bur ſome buſic-pa- 
ted, and maleuolentſpirits, - are raiſed out; of hell 
by ſorcerous Charmes,to Croflc,and Counter-mine 
it, Henceit comes, that if the whole race of man, 
ſhould ſtudy how to ſteere_ the Helme of a Com- 
mon wealth,by a ſtrong & ſteddy hand, yet whirle- 
winds will bce raiſed-on ſhore, aad tempelts, hurle 
| | IWne 
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Jownetheirmalice in Aicda nai bekining at fea 
ro thip-wracke,;the Induſtry, Courage, «ud know- 
ledge of thoſeexcellentPilors.. + 

Let Law bee: neuer ſo ſweetly ſtrung, thereare 
medlinng ſpiteful fingets,:: which-can pur itout, of! 
rune. ::{Abuſcs even of rhe beſt things growapace;. 
and 1 pred their Branches,cuer the largeſt Domiai. 
ons ; but'amendinents can hardly take __— in 
the narioweſt Cities: G P 

.Looke backe vpon- the: Raignes of our Ancient 
Kings, vpon the honourable Courts of Parliament 
holdenin their ages z vpon the! Wiſedome, .Judge- 
ment \CouncellGrauity, & Sincerity of bath:Hou- 
ſes (Vpper,and Lower) then Aflembled : vpon the 
Lawes (the excellent Lawes)thoſe men'made; and 
vpon the care, deliberation, and ſerious reſolution 
they tooke inthe conſtitution;compriſing,and com. - 
poſing of thoſe Lawes : yet what Statutes, how 
ſtrongly ſoeuer knit then together, but by the Pawes 
of Lyons(greatm*-n)haue bcen ſince rent in ſunder, 
mangled,and miſuſ: d ;. or by the ſubtilty of Foxes 
Can ſuckers of Srates) haue had holes caten into 
them,and bcene broken through,as if they had been 
the Cob-wcbb<-lawne of Spiders * 

The ſame infeQion raignes now; corruption of 
gocdnefſe will ncuer dye : cnormitres once ct ept in- 
t> Kingdomes,ſure are whole breſted m nſtcrs,and 
tis Jongere their hearts will breake. The ſweerelt 
Springs are nipt in the bloſſome, the fair«ſt Trees 
eaten by Catcrpillers,and the nobleſt land hath her 
| bewels gnawn. out by Vipcrs of her own breeding. 
Who 


: (4) 
Who arethoſe Vipers: Men, (cuillminded men) 
that care not ({o their owne turnes be ſeru'de,) whiat 
Lawesthey peruert, what Statutes they Infrindg 
what cuſtomes they vielate, what Orders the 
| breake;on whar ſacred Vrnes'of our Engliſh Kings, 
they commit ſacriledge, by ſtealing from them the 
reuerence due to.their names, for calling Honoura- 
ble Parliaments, Councels, and Conſultations toge- 
cher, how to preſerue in health, this Royall:King- 
dome; or if any by-diſorders,” and miſdemeaners, 
ſhould ftricke her ficke, how to cure her. 
Ilcaucthe maine Occan to expert Nauigators ; 
it is onely a poore Riuoler, that I craue 
 pardonto Row in; andthus _ //)>. 
it TUNNES; FEE 
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<L He heauenly Diſtributer of bleflings, hath 
X with ſo excellent a moderation and iudge- 
p 1% ment parted them amongſt Nations,” That 
what one Abounds in,the other Wants, or, if any 
one hath ſhare in herneighbours Benefits, it is not a 
'  Superflyous heape, bur a Husbandly and ſparin 
f handfull : ſo that the Worldis the great Vine, a or: 
cuery Kingdomea Proppeto TN the Branches, 
and make them flouriſh. 
Herewilt1 ſpread the Table,andon it plant- ſome 
of the Diſhes belonging to this Banquer. + 
TheWeſt-mdies open their wombe, and are deli. 
uered of their Golden Ingoutts : theſe are the King 
of Spaizes beſt Sonnes,whom he ſends forthto fight 
againſt and Conquer if he cab) all Chriſtendome 
Other Countries on the American ſhore haue het 
culiar Indowments : Some boaſt of their ſeuerall- 
| Grained-Woodes, accomodableto Rare and cxtra. 
ordinary excellent vſes : Some of T#bacco; ſame of 
Fiſhing ; ; all can ſpeake of their owne particular Ra- 
rities, and all are profitable, and vſcfull amongit 
Countries farre remote from them. 
LerÞ®s come neercr home,andilooke into our newt 
B OO 


| (6). | 
Neighbours Orchards, Walkcs, and delicate Gar- 
dens. PE ON” bv nn 428 
| Spaine is proud of her fat Wines,h-r Oyles, Iron; 
Hides,and her Golden Apples of the Heſpe: ides: 
France glories in her Vineyards,her Salt-pittes, and 
Marblc-Quarrics : Germanic of her 17 Rich and 
Warlike Daughters, ſitting Inthroned with the a- 
bundance of all things about them : Ruſ544 layes be- 
fore you the coſtly Furres, . and the rich Skinnes of 
Beaſts :. the Eaſteine Countries are happy1n thejr 
Maſtes,Cables,Flaxe, Hempe, Rozzen, Pitch, Tare, 
Turpentine,&c- _ + | ANG Ih 
 Andriis,the Almighty BenefaQor does, tothe 
intent (with a Marus manum fricat,) the fire of one 
Country ſhould Thaw the Ice of anoth:r ; the Ful- 
neflc of one, ſupply the others Emprineſle ; and fo, 
be cuer mindfull of the good turnes receiued, with a: 
Rudy of reqtitall : Que mii preſiiterss memin!, 
ſempergue tenebs, LED: 

. Sothar by this meanes, they being feuerally be- 
holden ro Forreners, and Strangers vonknowne, 
may laue together though living neuer ſo farrea 
ſunder) like vaited. Eriends, Allies, and Neigh- 
baurs- 55 4 IP 

. This participation of the Fruites,, and Comodi- 
ties,, whichone Land ſuffers to be made with ano- 
ther,opens a:-Free- Market to all Commerce. Ic is a 
Noble Mart,to which the Chriſtian-and: Turkce are 
inuited alike. This is the Golden Chaine of Traf- 
ficke and Negntiation, which doth Coxcatenare(tye) 
Merchants of farre-ſeperated Countries ſo falbdioge 

435 ther, 


Ld 


In 
ther;as if they dwelt in their owhne. This increaſes 
Shipping.aduances the rrade of Fiſhing, Nourceth 
vp Maciners,and makes vs as familiar Inhabitants 
and Tennznts tothe Sea, as the Farmer and Huſ- 
bandmanare to the Land. 22022 *; 
And as theſe fore-named Kingdomes, hauetheir 
Royall Magazines and Store-houſes, ſo hath Erg- 
land Hers: For when ſhee vnlockes her Treaſurie, 
There you may behold, Myncs of Tynne.. Leade, 
and Iron : What Kingdome in'the world hath 
 goodlier and greater Cittell to feede Man,and doe 
him ſcruices And where noblcr Paſture then here 
co fatten Beaſts 7 Where larger Sheepe ? where 
Flockes ſo numerous? where berrer and morc-yſe- 
full Wooll:? Whar Ficlds can plcaſ- the eye, for 
Graſſe, or fill the Barnes with heauier ſhcaves of 
Corne ? where ſits any people by warmer ficrs ? 
our Sea-coale Pirs,being able (it not abuſcd)to fur. 
niſhthe whole Iland,and to lend Feucll to Neigh- 
bouring Nations. P38 | | 
And yet, if truely youcaſtvp the Accompts,of all 
thoſe rich Merchandizes in Forraignc Kingdomes, 
and ballance them with theſe of our owne, you ſhal 
finde that not one of them all, (either abro:d orat 
home)are able for common vie, extraordinary; im- 
ployment,inforced necefhrie, vnratable value, -and 
ynmatchable goodnefſe,to compare with our Exg- 
Lfþ Leather. donaneh 
Wecanlive withoutthe Gold Pers, the Trees of 
Brafilez the ſmoake of/irginia; andrhe Whales of 
New-fonnd Land, Whar need haue wee of the hot 
B 2 Spazniſh, 
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Spenjfh, or coole: French Grape ? without Reſ5i20s 
Furres, wee haue Cloth of our owne to keepe vs 
warmec,and to make Robesto Adorne our Princes: 
Burt can our KingJome want that excellent, vſcfull, 
and commendable commodity of her owne Exe- 
liſh Leather. - 

Ve haue amongſt vs,a ktnde of humble (though 
ſometimes complementally cogging) prouerbiall 
ſpeech, when to ſhew how well we wiſhto a manor 
woman,we iy, would lay my hauds vnader his feete 
zo do htm good. What ſubmiſſion can bee greater? 
what freer expreſſion of loue, duty, and ſeruice ? 
Now if Leather were able to. do no more but this, to 
lay itfelfe vnder our feet, were it not ſufficient ? 

If no vſecould bee made of Leather, but out of it 
oncly to cut and faſhion Bootes and Shooes, what 
an vaiuerſall benefic were this to our Country ?” It 
reaches from the King downewards to his mcaneſt 
Vaſſals, and aſcends fromthe Cammon Subic& vp. 
tothe Prince and Noble-man. 

' Suppoſe we had no Leavher, either ofour owne, 
or from any other Nation : andthatthen neceſſity 
compelled vs to trauell hard for ſome new inuenti-' 
on, to preſerue our feet from the ground , what 
could the braine of man find our, (for the foote and 
legge) ſo fit,ſopliant,ſocomely rotheeye, ſo curi- 
'Ons in the wearing,ſo laſting,and ſo contemning all: 
ſorts of weather, as is this Treaſure of the Shooe- 
maker ? nd: + 

Ia-times of Peace, how many thouſand imploy- 
ments haue we for Leather? Intimesof Warre,are 

there. 
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there not as many > What can Warre performe 
without it > And what not vndergo having the free 
vic of it ? be. 

Allour Ancient E»g/c/þ Kings,all our former Par- 
liaments, all the Noblicy, Clergy, Tudges, and the 
learned Wits of the land, would neuer have en- 
ated ſo many,ſo ſeuere, and ſeach polliticke Lawes 
to barre the Tranſportation of Exg/:;/b Leather, into 
any forraigne Dominions, but that they well knew 
how beneficial a commodity it was to their owne 
Kingdom,being kept at home,8: how preiudiciall it 
would proue to the State, if euer it were ſuffered to. 
be conſumed abroad, | 

How many Millions (withia the bounds of this 
little Iland)of Men, Women, and Children, eate 
their bread, by the ſweat of their labour, who deale 
* ohely in this Leathrve commodity ? 

There is no City in Exzlend,no corporation, but: 
haue hands working at this Tan-fatr : The king- 
dome is by their induſtry generally furniſhed ; and 
how Zonaorthriues by them, witneſſe our Faires, 
by the Cart-loades of Leather brought into Leaden- 
Hall, Smithfield, and other places, and all bought vp. 
within three dayes at moſt > 

How many Maſters, beſides Men-feruants,in and 
abont this Honourable and populous City, would 
be inforced to leaue Lonaer, andiooſc their free- 
domes, orelſe runne into baſe & deſperate courſes, . 
ſhould they give over their Trading in Leathey * 
How many Profcfhions were vndone, wanting the 


vſc of it> How many rich Houſholdes would bee 
B 3 ſhutte 
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ſhntte-vp,as in a time of fickneſſe ? And though the 
pzrſons might happily not be miſt, yertheir labours 
would. How many Occupations and Manual 
Trades,muſt be left-handed and go lame, if Leather 
(which is the ſtaffe they partly leane vpon) bee ta- 
Len from them © 

Take a ſuruey of theſe few, Er ab v7, diſce om- 
Wes. F; 61 


Shoomakers, Get their maintenance 
4nd Curriers, Lad by Leather. 


Theſe Trades might want worke were ie not for 
Leather i: | 6: 


Booke binders. 
Saalers, 
Ypholſters, 
Badget-makers. 
Trancke-makers. 
Belt- makers. 
Caſe.makers. 
IWoll-Card.makeys. 
Sheath makers. 
Hawkes Hood-makers. © 
Scabberd-makers. 
Box-makers. 
Cabinet makers, 
Bottle and lacke makers. 
Gziralers. | 


Gloners . : 
And 


(12) :;* 


- And now within the compaſſe. of a few yeeres,,. 


. thoſe vpflart Trades::. 


Coach makers, - 
And Harneſſe makers for Coach Horſes. 


Andletthus much (being bur little in wordes, : 


though enough in ſubſtance) ſerue toproue the ge- 


nerall & neceſſary vic of Leather. Now to the abulc. 
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Of the Abuſes of Leather... 


> <wknelle ſhouesaway Light, and asthe beſt 
working phyſicke hath poyſonin it, ſorhe moſt. 
wholeſoine lawes, may bee perterted,. corrupted, 
confounded,and condemned,as pureſt waters grow 


_ thicke,by being troubled. 


Sithence then, that theſe few. following Aces 
(cſtabliſhed by all the Wiſedome, Care, and Proui- 
dence of former times, and ſeruing but as ataſt toa 
L000 Mmore,) [tand vp as proofes, that the goodlieſt 
buildings may be vndermined and blowne vp : It is 
no meruaile, if this weake one, and poore oncof 
Leather be likewiſe ſhaken,and indangerto be con- 
founded. | x | Fw: 5 

The vſe of Zeather hattehis place before : Now 
do but caſt your cyes,on this otherſice, and behold 
what Abuſecs do attend vppon it. , _ 

They are not many, yet able -enoughto doe tos 
much mifchicfe : 1s it aot ſtrange, that ourKing. 


dome. 
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dome, being as plentifully ſtored with Le ar ber a s 
any one part of the world, there ſhould here not- 
withſtanding bee a dearth of Zeather ? Ate not 
Bootes and Shooes(which euery man, woman, and 
child,muſt of neceflity haue) fold at extreame, vn- 
uſuall,and intollerable prices ? Inſomuch that the 
Richcomplaine of the exgefuedeareneſſe,and the 
Poore cannot reach to the honour of anew payre, 

How comes this to paſlc © doth the Abuſe: ſpring 
from Tranſportation of our Leather into forraigne 
Countryes,which hath inall our Kings Reignes, (as 
ſhalbe ſhowne hereafter)beene forbidden, and is ſtill 
forbidden ? yet what cannot golden hookes plucke 
away from vs,to ſerue ſtrangers beyond the ſeas, yea 
our greateſt enemies. '- © WE. 

This (if it be:true, as it is to be feared) is a Grand 

Abuſe. | Bed | 

But is not our wanton, and prodigall expence of 
it at home,as great an Abuſe,orgreater then the for- 
mer? Ibclecueany man may ſafely ſay ſo,when hee 
doth but looke vpon - our* infinite numbers of 
Coaches : What prodigall ſpending of Leather is 
there made. in coucring but one Coach, and cutting 
out the Harneflſe for it ? And this Leether,is notche 
meaneſt ſort or worſt,but the principall and ſtrong- 
eſt, which might otherwiſe ſerue both for ſooling 
keather,and vpper leathey. 

It is thought (and tis eafic to be knowne) thatin 
London and Weſtminfler,and the parts adioyning,are 
maintained at leaſt 5600 Coaches and Caroaches ; 
tothe furniſhing of which throughout with /cacher, 


ATC 


; * > 

are conſantodg4od Hides of: L.eather:Andif 'thefe 
two places onely ſpoyle ſo' much, whar dorh' the 
whole Kingdome, ſithence Pride leapes/ into her 
Charior iaguenlt ChibepTantrezand Citie' 9:7 

. Euetidpriuate'Gentleman now is 4 Pleran, and 
miiſt -harne with his thundring Caroch along the 
Streetes,asS that proud Boy 
- Crif this be-not 2 waſting, decaying; and abuſe 
of Leather, what ſhall weithinke of tlieprodigalliric 
of our Legpes and Feet 7 .VVhat over-lauiſh ſpen-. 
ding of | Leather is there in Bootes and Shooes * 
To cither of which is new'addedaFrench pivud 
ſuperfluitie of Galloſhes. 9195 % 

The wearing of Bootds 38 not theiaboſe, buxthe 
generallitir of wearihg,undthe: manher of:curting 
Boores our! wich-huge, uadys Ty rand 
immodcrateivops,” >) 19 22721 6 

For the generall walkingin-Bootes, it is a pride 
taken yp by the Courtitr,and is deſcended downe 
to the Clowne. The Merchant and the Mechanicke 
walke in Boates. Many of our Clergie'either in 
neat Bootes, or Shooes and Galloſhes. Vniuetſitic 
Schollers maintaine the faſhion likewiſe. "Some 
Citizens (out of a ſcorne not to be Gentile) 
cuerie day Booted. Attorneys, Lawyers Claikes, 
Serujngracn,all forts of Men dclight i in this waſtfull 

wattonnefſe. 

 _ Waſtfull I may well call it, for one payre of 
Boores eats vp the Leather of fix payrc of reaſona- 


- ble mens Shooes. a rae 16 
C | How 
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. How manythonſand payre of Bootes are worne 
in Losdow andWeffminſter in a yecrs * __ cannot 
be numbred. 

Butif there were but one chouſind paire worne, 
ia themare conſumed fix thouſand paire of Shoves, 
the Soles onely cxeepred, for ic is meantonely; fix 
thouſand vpper Leathers. © 

Is not this(tbinke you) an exceſliue deuowcing, 
arid an exceeding. abuſc of Leather 2? If this be nor, 
I know not what can be. -. 

| Befides, how many fallow paire of Bootes 
doth: ſome one-man. Jauiſhly weare out in one 
yeere. 

-If-chefethings (theſe abuſes) were nor, he Pacre 
might goc 2s well ſhodde asthe Rich, and Leather 

- Wold! befold atarcaſonable rate, which now 

carries 2 ew. oe —_ ever | 
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TIS $6 ottirog tit [1964 The Ke 0 
Abuſes of Leather Markets, - + 


T'9 theſe abuſes of Leather, adde the abuſes of 


/ And toauoid the nomination: of toa:many places,” 


(for theſe diſorders ſpread all ouer the Kingdome) 
let Leades Hal onely be prickt downe, for the circle 
and center, in which all theſe diuelliſh abuſes arc 


 coniured vp : of which,this is a maine one;vis. 


The Market is full of excelleat Leather. (ſtrong 
Backes, and good woes Leathers): all this in the 
Morning lyes vaſcaled. Then into the Market,cnter 
a crew of Aancirnt,Carefull, Good men; Ancient in 
Villagie; Carefull ro-ger Wealth (bat nor. caring 
whom to yndoc)Good tathemſclues, but Bad mem- 


| bers to a, Common-wealth. : Citizens by Title, 


Cordwayners or Shoomakers by Profeſhon.  _ 

And theſe are not aboue cight or ten in number, 
Rich in Purſe,Poore in Conſcience; Full of Gold, 
Emptie of Goodneſſc; Theſe cight orten (no mat- 
ter what their number is,ſothey were honeſt) ſtalke 
ſcuerally yp anddownthe,Market,and ſpying where 
the heapes of beſt Leathers are; a price is beaten.in 
the Tanners carc,but the cloſing vp of the bargaine 
muſt be at the Tauerne: where s and the Tanners 
mect, hauea Breakefaſt of 30 or 40.s. (whichthe 
Tanners or they-cafily: diſcharge) and, there, ,the 


. 
- * 4 


Leather is bought before it be ſealed (which ought 


_ notto be.) But then a Sealer is ſent for, a Crowne 


clapt into his hand (where, not halfe is his duc) to 
GN | goc 


(16) 

goeand diſpatch : which being doas euerie Shoo- 
' maker comes. iny/and( led;theapens, but 
cannot buy, Tis ſold (chey __ Jalready : And fo on 
a ſuddaine,all is (wept awayitorhe +4 corey ar 
Sellers of of theſe vneonſcionable Ingroflers. 

- Sv thit if a Shoomaker chatbrings bis 4 or r5 di; 
ro the Market(his cftate happily: reachingino higher); 
1s inforced ro buy Leather 'of theſe Cormoranrs at: 
ſuch races as they pleaſe to fer thern, ' 9530933 Þ:.h 

The-ktirts done:by theſe men;:are many; and' 
whole Families {mait and want through their grcc- 
dineſſe: Yet,the milchiefe they do 0,comes ne; alone; 
for heres another abuſe followes.... 1 nnicood? 

-'The poorer ſort of- Tanners;they ſeeing the Mar- 
ket ſwept of all the beſt Leather,hold vp their wort 
Hides, at as'deere a rate, as the beft werepayd for : 
And ſo the ſaid Shoomaker is gladto buy i}} ware, 
and pay deere for 1 i200; of: elle I_os home, nd oe 
nothing. 

Another abuſe is; That eucrie weeke are bovphe z 
andcartied away fromthe Market;; 3 or 4.00 raw 
Hydesat the leaſt; which being comueyediin Carts 
rg certathe thds of the Towne,atethere firſt dryed, 
i#ndthen ſalted, and then'fent into ſeuerall Counties 
to bee tanned; bur are neuer: againe brought vnto 
London; : By which meanes,the Market of he City 

is chearcd of much'good ware in @ yecre,” and the 


Tradefinan thereby hindred, if not Kvadone, - 


The 
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aol JET R915 oil SI0E3D 
x1 Theprizes of Bootes and Shoo&./ Welt fi's 
venemorume beabated, EEE: 
2 Our Countrey would be abundantly furniſhed 
with this benefitiall, and needfull Comoditic. 

3 Theknitting of worſted,and woollen Stockins 
( now much decayed —_ ut the whole King. 
dome) greatly pur'in praQtiſe 

4 An infinite number of poore Children (which 
now goe begging vp and downeybeTetar worke. 

5 Tradeſmen and Shopkeepers, in all our Cities, 
haue quicker doings. 

6 Theancient Company of Hofiers,who in for- 
mer times lived richly by cutting out of Kerſeys,in- 
_ toCloth Steckins, but are now vtterly in a manner 
extinguiſhed, might be ſet vp againe,_to the good, 
and maintenance of many hundreds of Fa milies; 
who might bee fer at worke, onely to ſerue their 
Shops with thoſe kinds of wares. 

7 And laſtly by this meanes, our owne Countrey 
Commodities might be kept at home,in full aboun- 
dance, whereas now, they are conueyd away, into 
other Kingdomes, to furniſh them, whilſt we feele 


the ſcarcitie. | 
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If the Maſters and Wardens of the Companics 

of Sadlers, Cordwayners, and Curriers, might, bee 
cxamincd,what they know touching theſe Abuſes, 
how they come, and from whom, and by what 
wayes theſe miſchicfes may bee prenented; No 
queſtion is to bee made, but an cafic path might bee 

Yeme | out, to doc a generall geod ta our Nation, 
e they are meq better informedintheſeMit 

rics > «=p others. ©... 
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"The Statutes A [ro Guczati] Kings. 
FROM: gomes 94 


ihe 27. a8, Cap the QT $774 


Y 1Ovininice of Eſtranger or Denizen ſhallpads 
LN of ciuſe to be backed any manner of. Leather, 
to be conveyed ouer the Seas out of this 

Wates,or other the K s Dominions;orherwiſe then 
 inthisAQtisexprefled; That is tofay,;Tharall ſuch 
Leather ſhal be prtonſtce packed, by a Packer ſworne 
in cuerie ſuch Port where apy Leather ſhall be ſhip- 

d; to be gonueyed our of: this Realme, ales, or 


__ the Kings dominions;vpon paineof orfciwre 
of all ſuch Zearher,gc: * * tlio onA - 
No Tanner within this Realme3a/es,or otherthe 
Kings Dominions, or other:perfons:oocupying or 
Having aTanhouſc; ſhall from licacefortiriſend; or 
cauſe to be conueyed ouer the Sea, by way of Me 
chandize ( or etherwile ) any. manner of Leather, 
ranned,or vntanned, vpon paine'of-forfciture of all 
ach &zerher,of the value ; BCO1 £1123084 * 
Nor that any perſon or perſons, arany time hote- 
after ſball carry ouer the Sea out of this Realine;&c. 
2ny:folt: or: yatahned, Hide; Or. any Leather called 
Bake ovSale| Leather, 655k 0 gnigyd ON 15D 
' Adnbe Sos I: An Aftuarinadedortrue 


Leathers 152 to 913541) 28 gnim>no? 
AnA& ory in Azno 3.Ed.6. Cep.G, 6. . Thir'it 


_fbalibebaviullto oidives Arcfxers there named, to 
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| ( 20). 
buy and {ell ranned Leather clrtied or not curried, 
ſo zhaifach houldlbe camecedbyxhe: Buyers into 
warcs withif.the Kings Dowinions. | - 

Againe in Ano 5. Ed 6.Cap.15. No perſon or 
perſons,ſhall ſhip Q cauſe, tobe thipped (to the in. 
rent tO Carrie, {Hh oft, or conuey ouerthe Seas as 
MerclianUize: to: bee-fold-or exchanged;there)any 
Shoes, Bootes,Buskins, Startups, or Slippers, ypan 
paineth forfeit all and. euerie.ſuch Shogcs, GC. J+* £93: 

> Againe:Anzo't .Eliz CIpA0;; Anh AG was made 
chat thecarfying of ram, Allow,;and taw-Hides 
ont of thisRealme forMerchandize ſhould bee of 
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Another in 13.&ch.2.Cap.t2. + 
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30 Rs auEtig 4 Jeled, Cordwayneesa and | 
CoBlerss 


Mafier in acihy. Called;An; AG again Tan- 
tcisand Cordyiayner,;; HY Þ "W165 4 (1,40 


Another ia 19-H. 7-\imeaediBr ;Cunierand 


| Gethwayners.s -- 3; : YA 3. 


 2Anothet ia 3.8. 8 


 Anotherin 5:#7.8; Invindddy, Ant forSeran- 
ob for Ges of Leather iwoperd Marker: 5: -:. i 


21; Agotherincho 34. or 518.9. Iminiled, AnARt 
concerning the libertic of C 
Makes. > Id.) d53.,- wack 6 k TITTY 
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ning Tanners and mls > 9LyH vit$ 213 of: 
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rye Tanging: and Curryin of Leather: anni] 6 17 
fo thoſime purpoſe, oi 3724, 6: 
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(22), 
-pur to fale any Hyde putreficd; - 

"No Butcher ſhallyſe the Craft, Feat, or M yſtere 
of a Tanner * 


| No Tanner ſhall ſe. the Craft, ar Myſtecie of a 


Shoomaker Cie nm orany other Anificer 


| << | ih Nor 

Tok , or ro hang, or ts atopag any 
To: Nor thallpartch or dry his Leatherwiththe 
heate of the Fire, or of the SummcrSunne: Nor 


Kr ſaffertbe be Hide de forvugeSole Lexties tolye in 
he Jy Woozcs,any le niac Monks atthe 
ca 


No Tas. ſhell Tanany Hide, Calues «kin, or 
fee pn Abt .or warms Woozes,vpon for 
citure of: Io o 


{ae San wi 


daycs. 
"*"NoCur cicx ſhall-cyrije 4 fm 
ehe Houle of any gan ones 
Fowne > d COrTIC any KING OF. L 
ir be well and rtcAMly tenned. 
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(33Y- 
ahyale Vrine,ofany other deceipbfull mixtute;vor: 
curric any Leather mcet for vtter Sole-Leather with 
any.other.ſtuffe then hard Taflow':Nor.currie-any+ 
Leatherfor oncr Leather, and inner-Soles, bur wats 
good ſtuffe being freſhtand not fak:: Nor ſhallburn: 
oe skald any Hide or Leather in che currying 2 Ner- 
ſhall ſhaue any Leather too thin; Norſhallgaſhor 

hurtaoyLeatherinathe ſhaving. ; 
. Na Currier ſhallvſe the: Myſterio of a Tanner, 
Cordwayner, Shoomaker,Burcher,or any other Ar- 

rficer,y{ing,or cuttingof Leather... 
No Cordwayner or Shoomaker fhall make or 
cauſe to be madegny. Bootes, Shoocs, Buskins,Start-. 
.ups, Slippers; or-Panroffies, or any; part of them of 
Engliſh Ecather,wetcurried(other. then Deere skins 
Calueskins;or Goatskins dreſt like SpaniſbLeather) 
but of Leather well and:troly. canned, . and curried 
ſubſtantially, ſewed with good Thread, wellewiſted 
and made, and ſufficiently waxed with Wax welt 
rozzend,. and the.ſtitches hard drawne with Hand- 
Leatheis, without mingling ouer- Leathers, that is to 
fay; part: of the oucr-Leather being of Nears Lea- 
ther;andpart of: Calues Leather. gunly £45 


_ - NoCordwayner orShaomakcr ſhall put intoan 
 Shooes, Bootes, &c. ( as before ) any Leathermade 
of Sheepeskin; Buli hide, or Horſe hide, nor -in'the 
vppcr-Leathers of apy Shoocs,Startups,8c.or inthe 
nether part of any Bootes (the inner pare of the 
Shooes onely cxcepted) any part of any Hide,from 
which the Sole. Leather is cuc, called the Wombe, 
Necke, Shancke, Flanke, «Wy or: Chetke: an 
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_c 
put rhe ytterSole,any atherLexther;,thed thebeft; 
of the Oxe;vi Stecre Hide: Norintothe inner Sole> 
any veher Leather,rhen the YWombrs,Necks;Podle: 


or Cheeckes : Nordate the Trefwels of the.double-: + 


ſoled!/Shobes;othet then the Elanckesiof Hidegs.0c 
- Morcouer:the' Maſters and Wardens: of Cord-' 
wayners,Curriers,Girdlers,and'Sadlers'of tho City 
of Londen, vpon paine"to forfeit 4o.li. tor. eucrie 
yeereEthey makeideiaulr;:ſhallonce cuerie quarter, 
make! a true: ſcarch -and*iview. within Zoedonpy and 
within three milesof' rhe ſame, forall Boots, Shoos, 
Buskins;&c. made'oſ ranned Leather,andif they'be 
nor-made,and wrought as they c0(be,or inſuf- 
ficiently-curricdgehen rhefaid Maſters and Wardens 
haue power-ro! take, ſeize, and'carrie away to their 
common Halles all.ſuch-Bootes,.-Shooes, Wares, 
Sceoffe,or athet things. And that all: Coach-makers 
dwtlling' iv Londen, ior within three miles of 'the 
Gitie,” ſhall 'be-vnderthe ſuruey and ſearch of the 
Maſters and Wardens of: the Companie of the 
SECT. 15505-1502 fn otra; 
-Moreoner-tharrhe Lord Maior:of Lavdew;; and 
tke Aldermen, are-ypon paine: of 40:li; yeerely to 
int cight-perſons free of the Cordwayners, 
urtriers, Sadlers, or Girdlers ( of the which one 
ſhallbea Sealer,and the reft Searchers)toviewand 
ſearch:everic ranned Hide, Skin, or Leather which 
ſhall be brought to Leader Hall market, and there if 
they find them ſufficiently ranned, and thorowly 
dryed,rhen to ſeale them: or being found defetine, 
to ſeize it: And within fix daycs after the ſcizing, 
ſuch 


better  orepen = Col 
other td%6P theb 
Leaden Hill market.” 


? Q79ff9 20% "IR 7D , 


Theſe Searchers and Sealt2s/fo of- 

on, are not fyffered to eonmneih ihe Ofc e1 
chentway 'erroy; ; Td rehitis; ra, 
ret bg orotic GRE: 5 or Bi 
of Leather, Ss rheNecks Meru 7 m4 
or other peecrs o offalt at fro 

Faroe vrerotanger ona 


Now for moyding of all ambipiſitics ard doubrs 
which may grow and ariſEyp6n HOSAHIn and 
OT ofthis wordLeatherſt : 

har the Hides #tifSkinsof Oxe! 
Ca Deere (red and fallow) FRED Ges 
being tanned or tawed;and enerie fakt Hide;is; all 

be, and euer harh beene 'reputes ad taken for Lex; 
we re F807. + 1:1 1911s 

All corrying and dreſſing of Tibltbies: /edrigt 
called dry currying,and Tere ther th rucd to 


be dreſſing and currying « of Leather tthe tnaner 
of Spaniſh Leather. . ; was 3 > {HI82B 37 


Toſhew how cattfulfthis Pn was to keep | 
this excellent commoditic of LeatHerto our felties 
(the want of it being rr thc'A& 
ſpeakes againft'F raofpottadon. [12 4 £5619 350W . 
D; Tc 


7 EX. 
It is engQey, &ice,-Thatif any Leather, wrought, 
cut,or ynwrought,tothe.intent to efald.o m_ 
ſhall hereafter valawfullybe tranſported, orpurpo- 
{cd to be tranſported gmoche parts beyond the Sea, 
from,andour ot any PorHaucn,or Creeke of this 
a; or Wales; eneric Connmroters enliomch 

urucyonr, Callegor.of:Lonnage, Poundage,and 
* the —_— the Deputieor any of. chem; or 


any other perlons bearing or knowing by any waics 
of. any [arher Man 16 tt rd 
place withia his Office, and do not his beſt endeauor 
to ſcizetheſame, or being tranſported, doe not dil- 
Cloſe, on uſethe ſametq be diſcloſed withinfortic 
dayesnext after ſuch knowledge, or hearing of the 
ſamc.in ſome Court of Record,ſo as the offendour | 


may be puniſhed according totheLawes inthat cuſe 
vided 4 vall for cucrie thefirſt offence commit- 
ted againſt this Article, forfeit -200.li.; and for the 


Againe, Euerie Cuſtomer, Officer, or. Officers 
Depuric, that ſhall.make any fallecertificate of any 
Leather in any Port, Crecke,or Placc of this Realm, 
{þall alſo forfcit forcucric ſuch offence 1 00.1i. 

.* Now. whereas. by tlie couetonſncfle of divers, 
Regrativg and ingroſling tanned Leather,and (clling - 

it againe ar cxccfiue prices ( to Sadlers, and ſuch 

other Artificers, making Warcs of tanned Leather) 

thoſe Wares bee growne to vnreaſonable prices, 

Be. it therefore, 8c. That noper{on or perſons, of 
what eltate, degree, or condition ſocuer he or <4 
| | * 


ſecond offence, his Office. - 
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; | . ” a7). 
'be, ball buy or ing rofle, or cauſe to be: 
ingroſſed any kind: of tanned Leather, tamcns 
to ſell the 7.6 aguibc, vIoR to forfeit the ſaid 
Leatherfo bought Mol oo Thar all Sadlcrs, 
© - -Girdlers, Cordwayners, and all other Artificers, 
Such as make, Males, Bougets, Leather-Purs, _ 

Tankerds, Boare: Hides, or any other 

Wares of Learher;fhill or may 
buy all ſuch kind of 
Tanned Lea- 
ther. 
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The generall Greeuance of all &7 land,Man, Woman, 
and Child: to the High and Honourable Courc 
Hereas we your poore Petitioners, ioyntly with one 


of PARLIAMENT. 
vV \ vnaminity, humbly defirea reformation of this gene- 


ralland greatgreeuance of late, forandin conſiderati- 
on of the great abuſe of Tranſportation ofraw Hides ,, Tanned 
kins of great growth,& Calueskins;all whichare Tranſported in 
moſt vnreafonable manner, and vnder the colour ofthe Tranſl- 
porting of ſome handred douzens, many thouſands are daily 
_Tranſported; and that in ſuchan exceſsiue manner, that not one - 
t all skinnes that are brought into the Market, of Leaden-Hall, 
andelſewhere, are ſo Inhanſed in price;that they bee of late raiſed 
crible to the price they haue beene; butthat by ſecret bargaines,al- 
moſt all ſorts of Leather bee bought vnder hand inall Countries 
beforethey come to-Markets to be ſold, by diuers Merchants, or 
broker Merchants for to be tranſported. And moreouer, itis for 
certaineknowne, that diuers Dutch men come daily ouer, and 
imploy poore Shoomakers, Curriers, and Coblers, ro be their 


bargaine-driuers inall chiefe Faires, forgreat percels of ware, and. 
ſummes of money, whilſt they themſelues fit priuate in Tauerns, 


or Tipling houſes,co pay the money when others haue driuen the 
bargaine : by which meanes the Faires and Markets bee ſo fore- 


ſtalled, that his Maieſties Subie&ts cannot haue the benefit of the 
Faires and Markets, as in times paſt, the ſaid commodities be- 


ing bought out of his Maieſties ſubjects hands. And likewile of 


late dayes ſome Leather-ſcllers of London, which doe notcut or 


worke or vie Leather; finding the great benefit and profitto bee 


got by tranſporting; haueand doe, contrary to all equity or right, 
buy, or cauſe in prinateto be bought vp, wharthey conueniently 
may : ſo that vnleſſe therebe ſome. ſpeedy courſeraken, by this 
Honourable Court now aſſembled ; it is moſt likely that all 
Mechanickes that get their linings by the ſaid vie of Leather, are 
likely to fall ro vtter ruineand decay, and this commodity to bee 


Inhanſed to ſuchan vnreaſonable price, that our. Enemies ſhall 


go well ſhod,and wegoe bare-foor, and be vtrerly impoueriſhed 
1n thatcommodity, and all trades which in times paſt have flou- 
iſhed by Leather, are now like to beevtterly rujnateand ouer- 
throwne. Therefore we his Maieſties pore ſubiedts,in moſt ham- 
ble manner, deſire in commilefation of our poore wines and 
children, totake into conſideration this our extreame greeuance, 


and to prouidefor ſome ſpeedy Remedy,and wee ſhall daily pray 


=. foryour proſperous ſucceſle. 
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